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Victory in the Work of God

Victory in the work of the Lord is obtained through diligence, being humble, faith and prayer

D&C 1:5: “And they shall go forth and none shall stay them, for I the Lord have commanded them.”
D&C 103:36: “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence faithfulness, and prayers of faith”  
D&C 104:82: “And inasmuch as ye are humble and faithful and call upon my name, behold, I will give you the victory.”
D&C 104:79-80: “And it is my will that you shall humble yourselves before me, and obtain this blessing by your diligence and humility and the prayer of faith. And inasmuch as you are diligent and humble, and exercise the prayer of faith, behold I will….” 
D&C 112:10: “Be thou humble and the Lord thy God shall lead thee by the hand and give thee answer to thy prayers”
Success will Come according to Faith and Desires
See the study ‘Desires Govern Action-God Knows the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart’

See the study ‘Faith in Jesus Christ’

D&C 11:16-17: “Wait a little longer, until you shall have my word, my rock, my church, and my gospel, that you may know of a surety my doctrine. And then, behold, according to your desires, yea, even according to your faith shall it be done unto you.” 
 D&C 11:21: “….then if you Desire you shall have My Spirit and My Word, yea the Power of God unto the convincing of men” 
2 Nephi 27:23. “I work not among the children of men save it be according to their faith.” 
Alma 18:35: “And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me knowledge, and also power according to my faith and desires which are in God.”
Moroni 7:33: “And Christ hath said: ‘If ye have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.’” 
Moroni 10:7: “And ye may know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore I would exhort you that ye deny not the power of God; for he worketh by power according to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow, and forever.”

Philippians 4:13:  “I can do all things through Christ which strengthened me” 
JST Genesis 14:30-31: “For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that everyone being ordained after this order (Melchezidek Priesthood) and calling should have power, by faith, to break mountains, to divide the seas, to dry up waters, to turn them out of their course; to put at defiance the armies of nations, to divide the earth, to break every bond, to stand in the presence of God, to do all things according to His will, according to His command, subdue principalities and powers; and this by the will of the Son of God which was from the foundation of the world.…..” 
Acts 6:8: “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.”
Success through the Power and Spirit of God

See the study ‘Gift of the Holy Ghost-A Compass to Reach Heaven’

See the study ‘The Power of God upon the Saints’

D&C 11:21: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my Word, yea, the Power of God unto the convincing of men.”
D&C 35:13: “Wherefore, I call upon the weak things of the world, those who are unlearned and despised, to thrash the nations by the Power of my Spirit”
D&C 71:1: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto you my servants ….that the time has verily come that it is necessary and expedient in me that you should open your mouths in proclaiming my gospel, the things of the kingdom, expounding the mysteries thereof out of the scriptures, according to that portion of Spirit and Power which shall be given unto you, even as I will.” 
D&C 84:87-88: “Behold, I send you out to reprove the world of all their unrighteous deeds, and to teach them of a judgment which is to come. And whoso receiveth you, there I will be also, for I will go before your face. I will be on your right hand and on your left, and my Spirit shall be in your hearts, and mine angels round about you, to bear you up.” 
1 Nephi 13:37: “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have the Gift and the Power of the Holy Ghost……”
Micah 3:8-9: “But truly I am full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the House of Jacob, and princes of the House of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equality.” 
Acts 1:8: “But ye shall receive Power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me” 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5: “And my speech and my preaching [was] not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of Power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the Power of God.”
The Success and Power of Nephi and Enoch

Helaman 10:3-11: “And it came to pass as he was thus pondering--being much cast down because of the wickedness of the people of the Nephites, their secret works of darkness, and their murdering’s, and their plunderings, and all manner of iniquities--and it came to pass as he was thus pondering in his heart, behold, a voice came unto him saying: ‘Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou hast done; for I have beheld how thou hast with unwearyingness declared the word, which I have given unto thee, unto this people. And thou hast not feared them, and hast not sought thine own life, but hast sought my will, and to keep my commandments. 
And now, because thou hast done this with such unwearyingness, behold, I will bless thee forever; and I will make thee mighty in word and in deed, in faith and in works; yea, even that all things shall be done unto thee according to thy word, for thou shalt not ask that which is contrary to my will. 
Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smite the earth with famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, according to the wickedness of this people. Behold, I give unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and thus shall ye have power among this people. And thus, if ye shall say unto this temple it shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. And if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast down and become smooth, it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite this people, it shall come to pass. And now behold, I command you that ye shall go and declare unto this people that thus saith the Lord God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye shall be smitten, even unto destruction.’” 
The example of Enoch 

Moses 6:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Go forth and do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open thy mouth, and it shall be filled, and I will give thee utterance, for all flesh is in my hands, and I will do as seemeth me good. Say unto this people: Choose ye this day, to serve the Lord God who made you. Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore walk with me.’ 
……..And it came to pass that thus he did go forth in the Spirit, from multitude to multitude, declaring the word of God, even until he had declared it unto them all, or sent it forth among all the people. And it came to pass that they would not hearken unto his words; and there began to be contentions.” 
The Power to Overcome All Things

As I follow the Saviour I have the power through His grace to overcome all things that are not right and the power to confound those who teach false doctrine.

D&C 50:35: “….And the Kingdom is given you of the Father, and the power to overcome all things which are not ordained of Him” 
D&C 61:9: “……..And through faith they shall overcome.”
D&C 63:47: “He that is faithful and endureth shall overcome the world.

D&C 64:1-2: “Behold, thus saith the Lord your God unto you, O ye elders of my church, hearken ye and hear, and receive my will concerning you. For verily I say unto you, I will that ye should overcome the world; wherefore I will have compassion upon you.

 D&C 76:53-55; 60-61: “And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true. They are they who are the church of the Firstborn. They are they into whose hands the Father has given all things-- And they shall overcome all things. Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him glory in God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet.” 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
1 John 5:4-5: “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Revelation 2:7: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”

Revelation 2:26: “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.”

Revelation 12:9, 11: “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”
Revelation 21:7: “He that overcometh shall inherit call things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”
Overcome Fear, Doubts and the Persuasions of Man

See the study ‘Fear Not-Doubt Not-Be Not Afraid’

D&C 3:6-8: “How oft you have transgressed the commandments and the laws of God and have gone on the persuasions of men. For behold you should not have feared man more than God, although men set at naught the counsels of God and despise His words. Yet you should have been faithful; and he would have extended His arm and supported you against the fiery darts of the Adversary; and he would have been with you in every time of trouble.” 
D&C 3:15: “For thou hast suffered the counsel of thy director to be trampled upon from the beginning” 
D&C 5:21: “And now I command you, my servant Joseph, to repent and walk more uprightly before me, and to yield to the persuasions of men no more.”
D&C 6:33-34, 36: “Fear not to do good, my sons, for whatsoever ye sow, that shall ye also reap…Therefore, fear not, little flock; do good; let earth and hell combine against you, for if ye are built upon my rock, they cannot prevail….Look unto me in every thought; doubt not, fear not..”
D&C 30:1: “Behold, I say unto you, David that you have feared man and have not relied on me for strength as you ought”
D&C 30:11: “…..You shall ever open your mouth in my cause, not fearing what man can do, for I am with you.” 

D&C 38:15: “Therefore, be ye strong from henceforth; fear not, for the kingdom is yours.”
President Franklin D. Roosevelt said: “The only thing we need to fear is fear itself”
D&C 60:2-3: “But with some I am not well pleased, for they will not open their mouths, but they hide the talent which I have given unto them, because of the fear of man. Wo unto such, for mine anger is kindled against them. And it shall come to pass, if they are not more faithful unto me, it shall be taken away, even that which they have.”

D&C 67:3-4: “Ye endeavoured to believe that ye should receive the blessing which was offered unto you; but behold, verily I say unto you there were fears in your hearts, and verily this is the reason that ye did not receive. And now I, the Lord, give unto you a testimony of the truth of these commandments which are lying before you.” 
D&C 67:10: “And again, verily I say unto you that it is your privilege, and a promise I give unto you that have been ordained unto this ministry, that inasmuch as you strip yourselves from jealousies and fears, and humble yourselves before me, for ye are not sufficiently humble, the veil shall be rent and you shall see me and know that I am—not with the carnal neither natural mind, but with the spiritual.  

 D&C 76:61: “Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him glory in God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet.”
D&C 98:1: “Verily I say unto you my friends, fear not, let your hearts be comforted; yea, rejoice evermore, and in everything give thanks;” 
D&C 122:9: “Therefore, hold on thy way, and the priesthood shall remain with thee; for their bounds are set, they cannot pass. Thy days are known, and thy years shall not be numbered less; therefore, fear not what man can do, for God shall be with you forever and ever.”
 2 Timothy 1:7-8: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord....”

Charity casts out fear

Moroni 8:16-17: “Wo be unto them that shall pervert the ways of the Lord after this manner, for they shall perish except they repent. Behold, I speak with boldness, having authority from God; and I fear not what man can do; for perfect love casteth out all fear. And I am filled with charity, which is everlasting love; wherefore, all children are alike unto me; wherefore, I love little children with a perfect love; and they are all alike and partakers of salvation.” 
1 John 4:18: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear…he that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 
The Power to Confound-And Not Be Confounded
To put to shame, confuse or discomfit so that they are unable to offer an explanation  
D&C 10:42: “And behold, you shall publish it as the record of Nephi; and thus I will confound those who have altered my words.”
D&C 71:6-11: “For unto him that receiveth it (see verses 1-5) shall be given more abundantly, even power. Wherefore, confound your enemies; call upon them to meet you both in public and in private; and inasmuch as ye are faithful their shame shall be manifest. Wherefore, let them bring forth their strong reasons against the Lord. Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you-there is no weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and if any lift his voice against you he shall be confounded in mine own due time. Wherefore Keep My Commandments; they are true and faithful.” 
D&C 84:116: “Let him trust in me and he shall not be confounded; and a hair of his head shall not fall to the ground unnoticed.” 
D&C 93:52: “And it shall be given them even according to the prayer of faith; and inasmuch as you keep my sayings you shall not be confounded in this world nor in the world to come.” 
D&C 100:5-9: “Therefore, verily I say unto you, lift up your voices unto this people; speak the thoughts that I shall put into your hearts, and you shall not be confounded before men; for it shall be given you in the very hour, yea, in the very moment, what ye shall say. But a commandment I give unto you that ye shall declare whatsoever thing ye declare in my name, in solemnity of heart, in the spirit of meekness, in all things. And I give unto you this promise that inasmuch as ye do this the Holy Ghost shall be shed forth in bearing record unto all things whatsoever ye shall say.”
D&C 133:58: “To prepare the weak for those things which are coming on the earth, and for the Lord’s errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight.”

1 Nephi 22:22: “And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be confounded. But it is the kingdom of the devil, which shall be built up among the children of men, which kingdom is established among them which are in the flesh—"
Mosiah 12:19: “And they began to question him, that they might cross him, that thereby they might have wherewith to accuse him; but he answered them boldly, and withstood all their questions, yea, to their astonishment; for he did withstand them in all their questions, and did confound them in all their words.”
Alma 37:4-7: “Behold, it has been prophesied by our fathers, that they should be kept and handed down from one generation to another, and be kept and preserved by the hand of the Lord until they should go forth unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, that they shall know of the mysteries contained thereon. And now behold, if they are kept they must retain their brightness; yea, and they will retain their brightness; yea, and also shall all the plates which do contain that which is holy writ.

Now ye may suppose that this is foolishness in me; but behold I say unto you, that by small and simple things are great things brought to pass; and small means in many instances doth confound the wise. And the Lord God doth work by means to bring about his great and eternal purposes; and by very small means the Lord doth cconfound the wise and bringeth about the salvation of many souls.”
Ether 13:8: “Wherefore, the remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a holy city unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and they shall no more be confounded, until the end come when the earth shall pass away.”

Moroni 10:31: “And awake, and arise from the dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy beautiful garments, O daughter of Zion; and strengthen thy stakes and enlarge thy borders forever, that thou mayest no more be confounded, that the covenants of the Eternal Father which he hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may be fulfilled.”

1 Corinthians 1:26-27: “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.”

1 Peter 2:6: “Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.”
Confidence is Essential for Success in the Work of the Lord. 
The need for Unshaken Confidence

 “For whatever may be their belief or their opinion, it is a matter of doubt and uncertainty in their minds; and where doubt and uncertainty are, their faith is not, nor can it be. For doubt and faith do not exist in the same person at the same time. So that persons whose minds are under doubts and fears cannot have unshaken confidence; and where unshaken confidence is not, there faith is weak and where faith is weak, the persons will not be able to contend against all the opposition, tribulations, and afflictions which they will have to encounter in order to be heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ Jesus; and they will grow weary in their minds, and the adversary will have power over them and destroy them.” Lectures on Faith 12: b-f
Virtuous Thoughts are Essential for Confidence

Virtue consists of the following, moral excellence, uprightness, goodness, cleanliness, chastity, purity and other qualities of character. Virtue is moral goodness. 
D&C 121: 45-46: “…. And let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God and the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven. The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion and thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.”
D&C 38:24-25: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself, and practice virtue and holiness before me. And again, I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself.” 
D&C 42:23 “He that looketh upon a woman to lust after her shall deny the faith and shall not have the Spirit, and if he repents not he shall be cast out.””

D&C 46:33: “And ye must practise virtue and holiness before me continually.”

D&C 50:28-30: “But no man is possessor of all things except he be purified and cleansed from all sin. And if ye are purified and cleansed from all sin, ye shall ask whatsoever you will in the name of Jesus and it shall be done. But know this, it shall be given you what you shall ask; and as ye are appointed to the head, the spirits shall be subject unto you”  
D&C 88:86: “Entangle not yourselves in sin, but let your hands be clean…” 
3 Nephi 12:28-30: “But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery already in his heart. Behold, I give unto you a commandment, that ye suffer none of these things to enter into your heart; for it is better that ye should deny yourselves of these things, wherein ye will take up your cross…..”

Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”

Articles of Faith 1:13: “We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition of Paul—We believe all things, we hope all things, we have endured many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things” 

The Need for Righteousness and Truth to Succeed

D&C 76:1-5: “Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants thereof, for the Lord is God, and beside him there is no Savior. Great is his wisdom marvelous are his ways, and the extent of his doings none can find out. His purposes fail not neither are there any who can stay his hand. From eternity to eternity he is the same, and his years never fail. For thus saith the Lord--I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.” 
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in Truth and Righteousness before me”.
D&C 66:10: “Seek no to be cumbered. Forsake all unrighteousness….”

D&C 42:5: “He that receiveth my Law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.”
D&C 42:29 “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments.”
D&C 98:11: “And I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall forsake all evil and cleave unto all good, that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God.”
D&C 98:22: “And again I say unto you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I, the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you”  
D&C 107:30: “The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and long-suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity.”

1 Nephi 14:14: “And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.”

Moroni 10:32: “Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God.” 
Alma 27:27: “And they were also distinguished for their zeal towards God, and also towards men; for they were perfectly honest and upright in all things; and they were firm in the faith of Christ, even unto the end.”

Titus 2:12-14: “Teaching us that denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and Godly in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
Study the Word of God to be Successful 
Study continually the Words of God-Treasure these things in the heart
D&C 84:85: “Neither take ye thought beforehand what ye shall say; but treasure up in your minds continually the words of life, and it shall be given you in the very hour that portion that shall be meted unto every man.” 

D&C 11:21-22: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my word, yea, the power of God unto the convincing of men. But now hold your peace; study my word which hath gone forth among the children of men, and also study my word which shall come forth among the children of men, or that which is now translating, yea, until you have obtained all which I shall grant unto the children of men in this generation, and then shall all things be added thereto.”

D&C 11:26: “Therefore, treasure up in your heart until the time which is in my wisdom that you shall go forth.”

D&C 43:34: “Hearken ye to these words. Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. Treasure these things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities of eternity rest upon your minds.”
Alma 17:2: ”….. and they had waxed strong in the knowledge of the truth; for they were men of a sound understanding and they had searched the scriptures diligently, that they might know the word of God.”
Expound all Scriptures pertaining to the Kingdom of God 

D&C 100:9-11: “And it is expedient in me that you, my servant …., should be a spokesman unto this people; yea, verily, I will ordain you unto this calling, even to be a spokesman unto my servant Joseph. And I will give unto him power to be mighty in testimony. And I will give unto thee power to be mighty in expounding all scriptures, that thou mayest be a spokesman unto him, and he shall be a revelator unto thee, that thou mayest know the certainty of all things pertaining to the things of my kingdom on the earth.” 
D&C 24:5-7: To O C: “And thou shalt continue in calling upon God in my name, and writing the things which shall be given thee by the Comforter, and expounding all scriptures unto the church. And it shall be given thee in the very moment what thou shalt speak and write, and they shall hear it, or I will send unto them a cursing instead of a blessing. For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength.”

Success is obtained by following precisely the written scripture of this dispensation: 

D&C 18:3-5, 30: “And if you know that they are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you…………and  you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written”  
The same applied anciently: 
Joshua 1:7-8: “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to the Law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”  

Likewise modern Israel is under the same obligation to follow their Law as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants and then they too will prosper. Through neglect the opposite will happen: 

Hosea 4:6-7 extracts: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…thou hast forgotten the Law of thy God…as they increase so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame.” (See Jeremiah 9:13; 32:22-25; 44:10)  
The Recipe for Success

D&C 90: 24: “Search diligently, pray always, and be believing and all things shall work together for your good, if ye walk uprightly and remember the covenant wherewith ye have covenanted one with another.”

The covenant spoken of is: 

D&C 88: 133: “Art thou a brother or brethren? I salute you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, in token or remembrance of the Everlasting Covenant, in which covenant I receive you to fellowship, in a determination that is fixed, immovable, and unchangeable, to be your friend and brother through the grace of God in the bonds of love, to walk in all the commandments of God blameless, in thanksgiving, forever and ever. Amen.”

The Conditions upon which Martin Harris could View the Plates

D&C 5:24-25: “Behold, I say unto him, he exalts himself and does not humble himself sufficiently before me; but if he will bow down before me, and humble himself in mighty prayer and faith, in the sincerity of his heart, then will I grant unto him a view of the things which he desires to see. And then he shall say unto the people of this generation: Behold, I have seen the things which the Lord hath shown unto Joseph Smith, Jun., and I know of a surety that they are true, for I have seen them, for they have been shown unto me by the power of God and not of man.” 
See the study “Search, Study for Spiritual Knowledge and Understanding of God”

See the study “Be Diligent-Magnify-Learn Duty-Not Slothful”

See the study “Pray and Fast”
Be Believing
See the study “Faith in Jesus Christ”

Mark 9:23: “Jesus saith unto him “if thou canst believe all things are possible to him that believeth”
D&C 35:8-9: “For I am God, and mine arm is not shortened; and I will show miracles, signs, and wonders, unto all those who believe on my name. And whoso shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall…...”
D&C 68:10: “And he that believeth shall be blest with signs following, even as it is written.”
D&C 84:65-73: “And these signs shall follow them that believe—In my name they shall do many wonderful works; In my name they shall cast out devils; In my name they shall heal the sick; In my name they shall open the eyes of the blind, and unstop the ears of the deaf; And the tongue of the dumb shall speak; And if any man shall administer poison unto them it shall not hurt them; And the poison of a serpent shall not have power to harm them. But a commandment I give unto them, that they shall not boast themselves of these things…”
The Whole Armour of God is Required to Succeed 

Is there a chink in the armour? 
D&C 27:15-18: “Wherefore, lift up your hearts and rejoice, and gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armor that ye may be able to withstand the evil day, having done all that ye may be able to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate of righteousness and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, which I have sent mine angels to commit unto you; taking the shield of  faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of My Spirit which I will pour out upon you, and My Word which I reveal unto you, and be agreed as touching all things whatsoever ye ask of me, and be faithful until I come, and ye shall be caught up that where I am ye shall be also.” 
Ephesians 6: 11-18: “Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 

The whole armour which is to both to protect and fight productively:
Truth (Is the light is of Jesus Christ- accept fully the truths in the Doctrine and covenants )

Righteousness (Live the commandments of God)

Preparation (learn the message of the Gospel)
Faith (be believing)

Salvation (being justified of the Spirit, retaining a remission of sins, becoming sanctified
My Spirit (It is essential to have the Holy Ghost to accomplish the Lord’s work)

My Word (take the scriptures) (understand fully the words and message of Jesus Christ)

Be Agreed (It is essential to have unity)

Be faithful (be true to the cause and sustain the Kingdom of God)

Praying Always (Always have a prayer in our heart)

Watching (looking after the interest of the members) (watch and pray always)

The Lord will Provide what is Necessary to Accomplish the Needed Task
D&C 5:34: “Yea, for this cause I have said: Stop and stand still until I command thee, and I will provide means whereby thou mayest accomplish the thing which I have commanded thee” 
D&C 14:11: “Thou art called to assist which thing if ye do, and are faithful ye shall be blessed both spiritually and temporally, and great shall be your reward.”
D&C 57:10: “And thus provide for my saints, that my gospel may be preached unto those who sit in darkness and in the region and shadow of death.”

D&C 90:26: “That those things that are provided for you, to bring to pass my work, be not taken from you and given to those that are not worthy.”

D&C 104:14-16: “I, the Lord, stretched out the heavens, and built the earth, my very handiwork; and all things therein are mine. And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.”

1 Nephi 17:3: “And if it so be that the children of men keep the commandments of God he doth nourish them, and strengthen them, and provide means whereby they can accomplish the thing which he has commanded them; wherefore, he did provide means for us while we...” 

Alma 31:38: “And the Lord provided for them that they should hunger not, neither should they thirst; yea, and he also gave them strength, that they should suffer no manner of afflictions, save it were swallowed up in the joy of Christ. Now this was according to the prayer of Alma; and this because he prayed in faith.”

See the study “God Strengthens, Provides, Supports, Preserves and Delivers His People”

Be Patient in Affliction

When the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached in its fulness there will be persecution resulting in afflictions.. Consider the persecutions of Paul the Apostle and other early leaders of the Church. Joseph Smith was persecuted and suffered affliction from the time of His First Vision until he died. 

The Lord has said Concerning Afflictions:

D&C 24:8: “Be patient in afflictions, for thou shalt have many: but, endure them, for lo, I am with thee, even unto the end of thy days.” 
D&C 31:9: “Be patient in afflictions, revile not against those that revile.” 

D&C 66:9: “Lay your hands upon the sick, and they shall recover. Return not till I, the Lord, shall send you. Be patient in affliction. Ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

D&C 98:3: “Therefore, he giveth this promise unto you, with an immutable covenant that they shall be fulfilled; and all things wherewith you have been afflicted shall work together for your good, and to my name’s glory, saith the Lord.”
Alma 17:11: “And the Lord said unto them also: Go forth among the Lamanites, thy brethren, and establish my word; yet ye shall be patient in long-suffering and afflictions that ye may show forth good examples unto them in me, and I will make an instrument of thee in my hands unto the salvation of many souls.” 
I love the supplication of Alma as he prepared to go forth amongst his people who had gone astray from the truth:

Alma 31:30-31, 33-34: “O Lord God, how long wilt thou suffer that such wickedness and infidelity shall be among this people? O Lord wilt thou give me strength that I may bear with mine infirmities. For I am infirm, and such wickedness among this people doth pain my soul. O Lord, my heart is exceedingly sorrowful; wilt thou comfort my soul in Christ. O Lord, wilt thou grant unto me that I may have strength, that I may suffer with patience these afflictions which shall come upon me, because of the iniquity of this people……..Wilt thou grant unto them that they may have strength, that they may bear their afflictions which shall come upon them because of the iniquities of this people. O Lord, wilt thou grant unto us that we may have success in bringing them again unto thee in Christ.” 

Alma 36:3:  “And now, O my son Helaman, behold, thou art in thy youth, and therefore, I beseech of thee that thou wilt hear my words and learn of me; for I do know that whosoever shall put their trust in God shall be supported in their trials, and their troubles, and their afflictions, and shall be lifted up at the last day.”
Justice and Truth is often Established through Conflict and Persecution

There is a saying: “Real peace is not the absence of conflict but the establishment of justice”.

In establishing truth and justice there will always be some conflict. This should not be confused with the Spirit of contention. Consider Jesus the most peaceful person ever to live. His life was surrounded by controversy and conflict as the truths he preached met with the falsehoods already established. Consider Joseph Smith from the time of the First Vision he was involved in conflict and persecution to establish the truth and justice upon the earth until the time that he died. 

There needs to be inner strength and resolve in overcoming all obstacles in establishing truth

To accomplish massive change it will always bring  controversy. An individual will need to have the strength to set their face as flint and to be immovable as stone.

Matthew 5:11-12: “Blessed are ye, when [men] shall revile you, and persecute [you], and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great [is] your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

The Prophet Joseph stated: “Wherever light shone, it stirred up darkness. Truth and error, good and evil cannot be reconciled” DHC 6:51 

Galatians 4:16: “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”

Elder Richard C. Edgley said: “Perhaps this then is the great irony that the finest moments, the most significant developments in furthering the kingdom, are often purchased with the greatest trials, sufferings, and condescension. The great contradiction—by descending, they soared to heavenly achievements.”  “The Condescension of God,” Ensign, Dec 2001
The Lord however promises deliverance from those who oppose and become enemies
“Success Is Gauged by Self-Mastery” N Eldon Tanner April 1975 Conference
“There is no doubt in my mind that everyone within the sound of my voice would like more than anything else to prepare himself for eternal life and exaltation and to know that the Lord is pleased with his actions. However, there are many who do not keep this in mind, and some who are not prepared to put forth the effort to live worthy of these blessings. With this in mind I should like to say a few words about self-discipline, self-control, or self-mastery which is so important to all of us if we are to accomplish what we set out to do and enjoy the blessings which we desire so much.

First, I should like to quote some of the philosophers.

Plato said: “The first and best victory is to conquer self; to be conquered by self is, of all things, the most shameful and vile.”

And da Vinci once said: “You will never have a greater or lesser dominion than that over yourself.” Then he goes on to say that “the height of a man’s success is gauged by his self-mastery, the depth of his failure by his self-abandonment. … And this law is the expression of eternal justice. He who cannot establish dominion over himself will have no dominion over others.”

There are two important elements in self-mastery. The first is to determine your course or set the sails, so to speak, of moral standards; the other is the willpower, or the wind in the sails carrying one forward. As I said before, character is determined by the extent to which we can master ourselves toward good ends

I think it was Garrison who showed his great determination when he said: “I am in earnest—I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—and I will be heard!” (William Lloyd Garrison, Salutory Address of the Liberator, 1 Jan. 1831)

This should apply to every one of us engaged in the cause of right and truth.

Christ probably gave us more definitely and clearly the answer as to how to succeed when he said: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in there at: “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Matt. 7:13–14.)

As we think of this, it is so evident that those who keep on the straight and narrow path leading to their goal, realizing that the straight line is the shortest distance between two points and that detours are very dangerous, are those who succeed in life and enjoy self-realization and achievement. This requires self-control and self-discipline.

On the other hand, those who fail to keep their goals in mind and fail to discipline themselves find that they are following detours and paths that lead to failure and destruction.

There are those who complain that to follow the straight and narrow path requires limitations, restrictions, overcoming, and doing without things that are very tempting. We must remember, however, that it guarantees victory and achievement of our goal, which is gained by setting a goal and being able to concentrate and follow an undeviating course.”
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