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Introduction
Most of the material in this introduction has been taken from the study “Are the Stakes of the Church Places of Safety and Refuge?
What is a True Stake of Zion?
The same definition of Zion applies to a Stake of Zion: It is the pure in heart, in the divinely appointed place, living by the United Order. Because the City of Zion requires the Celestial Law of Consecration this must also apply to a Stake of Zion: 
Stakes of Zion support the Central City of Zion-The New Jerusalem

Isaiah saw the day when the number of saints wanting to gather to Zion the New Jerusalem would be so great that it would require additional places besides the central City of Zion: 
Isaiah 49:18-20: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. (Zion). As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants…. the children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, the place is too straight (narrow) for me: give place to me that I may dwell.”
Comparing Zion to a tent Isaiah explained how Zion would be enlarged:
Isaiah 54:2-3: “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” See also 3 Nephi 22: 2-3, and chapter heading.
In this imagery, the centre pole holding up the canvas of the tent is the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem. Zion is then extended and strengthened on each side by stakes (pegs), fastened firmly in the ground. 
In explanation of this scripture President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “Now the Lord revealed that Zion was to be built and surrounding her would be the stakes helping to bind and keep her in place.” Church History and Modern Revelation, 1:322

In an explanation of the ground plan of the City of Zion sent by Joseph Smith to his brethren in Zion on 25th Of June 1833 he stated: “The whole plot is supposed to contain from fifteen to twenty thousand people”. 
When the central City of Zion is full additional cities or stakes will be built patterned after the first. The Lord explained it this way: 

D&C 101:17, 20-21: "Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered….And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints-until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or strength of Zion”      
This scripture teaches in plainness that when on more room is left in the central City of Zion, The New Jerusalem, then other places or Cities of Zion called stakes will be appointed. These cities will also act as a shield and strength to the New Jerusalem and in this way, Zion will be extended into the ‘regions round about’
D&C 96:1: “For it is expedient in me that this stake that I have set for the strength of Zion should be made strong.” See also above D&C 101:21 which states: “for curtains or strength of Zion”
These cities or stakes will each have their own Temple, abide by the United Order, have a similar population, storehouse, and in every way, be just as much Zion as the centre place. The Lord frequently uses the term “in Zion or her Stakes” to indicate the same laws and blessings apply to both. See D&C 68:26; 124:36; 115:6; 119:6-7; 109:39
Stakes of Zion will be Established in the ‘Regions Round About’ the New Jerusalem:  

D&C 115:17-18: “And again, verily I say unto you, it is my will that the city of Far West should be built up speedily by the gathering of my saints; and also, other places should be appointed for stakes in the regions round about, as they shall be manifested.” 
Jackson County is a considerable size of land to purchase but the Lord explains that land in the adjacent counties should also be purchased for the gathering of the Saints: 
D&C 101:69-71: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.” 
D&C 105:28-29: “…To fulfil that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about. For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the laws of consecration which I have given.” 
When the final voice of the Lord comes for the saints to gather out of the world there will be a great need for stakes or additional cities to extend Zion to the regions round about: 
D&C 133:9: “And behold, and lo, this shall be their (the elders) cry and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the Land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.” 
Zion extending out from the centre through these additional cities in an unbroken link constitutes the “one place” spoken of in the scriptures to which the saints will gather:  

D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” See also D&C 42:9, 36, 45:69, 49:25, and 133:58. 
Zion and her Stakes are the appointed places to which the saints are commanded to gather to escape the judgments of God: 

D&C 109:39: “…That they may gather out of that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion or to her stakes, the places of thine appointment, with songs of everlasting joy and until this is accomplished, let not thy judgments fall upon that city.”  See also D&C 57:1, 101:17-21, 49:25; 109:59; 103:35
A Stake of Zion is a City Patterned after the Central City of Zion

D&C 125:2-4: “…Let them gather themselves together unto the places which I shall appoint unto them by my servant Joseph, and build up cities unto my name that they may be prepared for that which is in store for a time to come. Let them build up a city unto my name upon the land opposite the city of Nauvoo and let the name of Zarahemla be named upon it. And let all those who come…. take up their inheritance in the same, as well as in the city of Nashville, or in the city of Nauvoo, and in all the stakes which I have appointed, saith the Lord.”    See the above D&C 115:17-18
D&C 94:1: “…And preparing a beginning and foundation of the city of the stake of Zion, here in the land of Kirtland, beginning at my house” 
D&C 104:48: “After you are organised, you shall be called the United Order of the Stake of Zion, the City of Kirtland.” 
A Stake of Zion Requires the Law of Consecration under the United Order

The Lord states clearly that Zion cannot be built without the United Order:
D&C 105:4-5: “And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. See the scriptural footnotes to verses 4 and 5. They clearly refer to the United Order)
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.”

Further the Lord stated unequivocally that the United Order including The Law of Consecration could only be lived after the Redemption of Zion:

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her Law, be executed and fulfilled after her Redemption.”
A Stake of Zion is a Place of Safety and Refuge

The following scripture only has application to a true stake of Zion

D&C 115:6: “And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” 
Isaiah 54:2-3, 13-14 extracts only: “Enlarge the place of thy tent and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes…make the desolate cities to be inhabited…. and all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of the children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.”
When the storm and wrath are poured out upon the earth in full measure if the Saints are not found in those places appointed for their defence and refuge, they will suffer the same fate as the rest of the world. It is therefore vitally important that the truth is established by obtaining an understanding on this subject from the Doctrine and Covenants and other supporting scripture.
Natural Disasters affect Church Members in the Stakes of the Church Scattered throughout the Earth

Naturally, members who live in the stakes of the church today are caught up in the disasters that occur in their area and suffer with the rest of society. For example, Hurricane Katrina affected many church members in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama with at least 10 members killed and several church buildings destroyed. In Waveland Missouri where a ward had been established only 11 homes remained habitable. (the Church News 3, 10, 17 Sept 2005)
 An earthquake in Peru in 2007 killed 9 members, including seven from town of Pisco. (Church News 25 Aug 2007) 
‘Comfort Amid Increasing Disasters’ Deseret News 10 April 2010
“More Mormons have died from natural disasters since September than in the previous 10 years combined, said the manager of Humanitarian Emergency Response for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Twenty-four church members died in the Samoa tsunami and 42 in the Haiti earthquake, which Leishman called "the biggest disaster in modern history." Most Mormons in Port-Au-Prince lost their homes, and many were injured, he said. The ongoing needs in Haiti are shelter, clean water, food, medical care and sanitation
Are these stakes those described in D&C 115:6 which are for a “defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” Members in these stakes suffer along with the rest of society. 
See the study ‘Disasters Affecting Members of the Church’

Conclusion
 What is a Stake of Zion

Simply stated a scriptural Stake of Zion is a City where the pure in heart dwell, living by the Celestial Law of Consecration. The Stake will be located in an appointed place in support of and in the regions round about the Central City of Zion. The saints will be gathered to Zion and her stakes from all nations. (See D&C 45:69, 71; 64:42, 133:7-9). The New Jerusalem and her Stakes will constitute the appointed Holy Places to which the saints are commanded to gather for protection and refuge prior to the Second Coming.

Stakes of Zion will be patterned after the Central City of Zion and will provide strength and support to the centre. It is through the establishment of Stakes that Zion is extended to the regions round about. These Stakes will provide the saints with additional places to gather when there is no more room in the Central City of the New Jerusalem. The inhabitants of these stakes will be obligated to live the Law of Consecration and stewardship under the United Order. Each stake will have a Temple, a Storehouse and all the characteristics of Zion. 

Stakes of the Church

Stakes as they are organised today are part of the framework of the church. That framework starts with branches and districts operating a limited, flexible programme of the church. When sufficient converts are made in any one geographical area and there is sufficient Priesthood to operate the full programme of the church, wards and stakes are organized. This indicates that the local membership in that area has sufficient strength to stand independent in Priesthood leadership without the aid of a Mission President.

This is all part of the Building up of the Church in preparation for the future gathering to Zion in fulfilment of the scriptures: (numbers added)

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall (1) build up my church in every region-until the time shall come when it will be revealed unto you from on high, (2) when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” 

D&C 31:7-8: “Yea, I will open the hearts of the people, and they will receive you. (1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and you shall strengthen them and prepare them (2) against the time when they shall be gathered” 

Quotes by Leaders of the Church on Stakes of Zion 
From ‘The Millennial Messiah’ by Elder Bruce R. McConkie 1982
According to Elder McConkie Stakes of the Church today are “Cities of Holiness” or “New Jerusalem’s”

Page 293: “Thus wherever the Saints build an old or a New Jerusalem, wherever they establish cities of holiness, wherever they create stakes of Zion, there is Zion; and where these things are not, Zion is not”

Page 295: “We now have stakes of Zion in many nations, in Europe and Asia and South America and upon the islands of the sea. Before the Lord comes, there will be stakes in all lands and among all peoples. Any portion of the surface of the earth that is organised into a stake of Zion-a City of Holiness, as it were-becomes a part of Zion. A stake of Zion is a part of Zion-it is just that simple. And every stake becomes the place of gathering for the saints who live in the area involved.”
‘Strengthen the Stakes of Zion’ President Harold B Lee Gen Conf April 1973 
President Lee quotes Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“This is a quotation, which may be something of a text for my next few remarks today:

“For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14) Zion, as used here, undoubtedly had reference to the Church. At that time there was but a small body of Church members just beginning to emerge as an organization, after having experienced harsh treatment from enemies outside the Church, who had then been directed to gather together in Jackson County, Missouri, which the Lord had designated as the “land of Zion.”

As though to impress upon these early struggling members their destiny in the world, the Lord in another revelation told them this: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—the Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” (D&C 97:21.)

To be worthy of such a sacred designation as Zion, the Church must think of itself as a bride adorned for her husband, as John the Revelator recorded when he saw in vision the Holy City where the righteous dwelled, adorned as a bride for the Lamb of God as her husband. Here is portrayed the relationship the Lord desires in his people in order to be acceptable to our Lord and Master even as a wife would adorn herself in beautiful garments for her husband.

The rule by which the people of God must live in order to be worthy of acceptance in the sight of God is indicated by the text to which I have made reference. This people must increase in beauty before the world; have an inward loveliness, which may be observed by mankind as a reflection in holiness and in those inherent qualities of sanctity. The borders of Zion, where the righteous and pure in heart may dwell, must now begin to be enlarged. The stakes of Zion must be strengthened. All this so that Zion may arise and shine by becoming increasingly diligent in carrying out the plan of salvation throughout the world. While the Church was in its infancy, the Lord pointed to a time when those earlier gathering places would not have room for all who would be gathered for reasons for which he declared that his church should be united. Here are his words:
“For thus shall my church be called in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” And then this command: “Arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations.” (D&C 115:4–5.)
Here is clearly inferred that the coming forth of his church in these days was the beginning of the [page 4] fulfilment of the ancient prophecy when “the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. …” (Isaiah 2:2–3.)

In these revelations the Lord speaks of organized units of the Church which are designated as stakes, each of which those not of our faith may think of as a diocese. These units so organized are gathered together for these fundamental purposes: first, for a defence against the enemies of the Lord’s work, both the seen and the unseen. The apostle Paul said with reference to these enemies about which we should be concerned: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12.)

These organizations were to be as stated in the revelation noted earlier, as a “refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” (D&C 115:6.)

In the preface to all the Lord’s revelations that he gave from the beginning of this dispensation, he issued this fateful warning, which must never be absent from our minds. This prophetic warning of 1831 was given, as the Lord declared, so that “all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.” (D&C 1:35.)

Now 142 years later we are witnessing the fury of this time, when Satan has power over his own dominion, with such might that even the Master in his day referred to him as the “prince of this world,” the “enemy of all righteousness.” Despite these dire predictions and the evidences of their fulfilment truly before us today, there is promised in this same revelation even a greater power to thwart Satan’s plans to destroy the work of the Lord. Here the Lord makes this promise to the Saints of the Most High God, to the righteous in heart to whom he has referred as “the people of Zion.” This is what he said: “And also the Lord shall have power over his saints, and shall reign in their midst, and shall come down in judgment upon Idumea, or the world.” (D&C 1:36.) …………
Today we are witnessing the demonstration of the Lord’s hand even in the midst of his saints, the members of the Church. Never in this dispensation, and perhaps never before in any single period, has there been such a feeling of urgency among the members of this church as today. 
Her boundaries are being enlarged; her stakes are being strengthened. In the early years of the Church specific places to which the Saints were to be gathered together were given, and the Lord directed that these gathering places should not be changed, but then he gave one qualification: “Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion.” (D&C 101:21.)

At the Mexico City Area Conference last August, Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve, in a thought-provoking address, made some comments pertinent to this subject, and I quote a few sentences from his address:

“Of this glorious day of restoration and gathering, another Nephite prophet said: ‘The Lord … has covenanted with all the house of Israel,’ that ‘the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God’; and that ‘they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise.’ (2 Ne. 9:1–2.) 

Now I call your attention to the facts, set forth in these scriptures, that the gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths; and of worshiping him in the congregations of the Saints in all nations and among all peoples. Please note that these revealed words speak of the folds of the Lord; of Israel being gathered to the lands of their inheritance; of Israel being established in all their lands of promise; and of there being congregations of the covenant people of the Lord in every nation, speaking every tongue, and among every people when the Lord comes again.”

Elder McConkie then concluded with this statement, which certainly emphasizes the great need for the [page 5] teaching and training of local leadership in order to build up the church within their own native countries:

“The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people…………” 

A Worldwide Church Spencer J. Palmer Ensign, Mar. 1975 Page 57
Recognition of this diversity is no better illustrated than in the area conferences of the Church that have been held in England, Germany, and Mexico [and recently in Sweden]. At the Mexican conference, held in August 1972, Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve delivered a remarkable discourse on the gathering of latter-day Israel, who and where. In part, he said: “The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” (Official Report of the First Mexico and Central America Area General Conference of the Church, Deseret News Press, 1973, p. 45)

It is the revelation of the Lord through the instruction of his living prophets today that multiple Zion’s will be erected throughout the earth as the children of Israel, the faithful of the Lord, join together in building up his kingdom. The various nations of the earth become choice and favoured lands of Zion as the people repent of their sins and accept the God of Israel who is Jesus Christ.

This is not to say that all is well in the European Zions, but the process has begun and the multiple Zions referred to by President Harold B. Lee are as likely to become as much a haven for the Saints in Europe as the Great Basin kingdom was for those of another era. (See Ensign, July 1973, pp. 2–6)
President Spencer W Kimball. Area Conference Report (Paris) 1976:3

“Now as we sing together “Come to Zion,” we mean come to the ward-not to Salt Lake city-come to the ward, the branch, the mission, the stake, and give assistance to build up Zion. We used to think that one had to be in Salt Lake City to be in Zion, but it has been interpreted differently. Sometimes all of America is Zion, and we think of Zion as being where the pure in heart are located. So we hope you will stay here and build up a beautiful France Zion. Italy is the Zion for the Italians, Spain for the Spaniards, Portugal for the Portuguese, and Germany for the Germans- Scandinavia is Zion for the Scandinavians, and Japan for the Japanese.” Paris Area Conference 1976
Let Israel Build Zion By Elder Bruce R McConkie (extracts only) Ensign May 1977
The following sermon was given by Elder McConkie on 27 February 1977 in Lima, Peru.
“This gathering of Israel and this building of Zion in the last days occurs in stages. The early part of the work, which involved gathering to the United States and building stakes of Zion in North America, has already been accomplished. We are now engaged in gathering Israel within the various nations of the earth and in establishing stakes of Zion at the ends of the earth. This is the work that is now going forward in all of the nations of South America and of which I shall now speak…….
“Please note: Zion is people; Zion is the saints of God; Zion is those who have been baptized; Zion is those who have received the Holy Ghost; Zion is those who keep the commandments; Zion is the righteous; or in other words, as our revelation recites: “This is Zion—the pure in heart.” (D&C 97:21.)” 
“Stakes of Zion are also being organized at the ends of the earth. In this connection, let us ponder these truths: A stake of Zion is a part of Zion. You cannot create a stake of Zion without creating a part of Zion. Zion is the pure in heart; we gain purity of heart by baptism and by obedience. A stake has geographical boundaries. To create a stake is like founding a City of Holiness. Every stake on earth is the gathering place for the lost sheep of Israel who live in its area.”
Welfare Services the Gospel in Action Spencer W. Kimball Oct 1977 Gen Conf.
“Let’s do these things because they are right, because they are satisfying, and because we are obedient to the counsels of the Lord. In this spirit we will be prepared for most eventualities, and the Lord will prosper and comfort us. It is true that difficult times will come—for the Lord has foretold them—and, yes, stakes of Zion are “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm.” (D&C 115:6.) But if we live wisely and providently, we will be as safe as in the palm of His hand.”

The Mystery of Mormonism Bruce R. McConkie Ensign, Oct 1979 Gen Conf.
“We are a peculiar people; we are a congregation of true believers who are unique and different from all others; we are the Saints of the Most High who are assembling together in many nations to build up Zion and to prepare a people for the second coming of the Son of Man.

We have yet to gather Israel into the stakes of Zion, to be established in all nations. We have yet to build up Zion and to establish her stakes as places of refuge among all people and in all nations.” 

This Final Glorious Gospel Dispensation Bruce R. McConkie Ensign, Apr. 1980 
“We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see Saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel, the chosen people, gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were, to await the coming of their King. Truly the world is and will be in commotion, but the Zion of God will be unmoved. The wicked and ungodly shall be swept from the Church, and the little stone will continue to grow until it fills the whole earth.

BYU 1981 Fireside Speeches President Ezra Taft Benson  
“We know not the day nor the hour of His coming, but of this you may feel assured: You stand close to the great day of the Lord! In His words of modern revelation, we say to you, “Seek the face of the Lord always” (D&C 101:38). You will live in the midst of economic, political and spiritually instability. When you see these signs – unmistakable evidences that His coming is nigh – be not troubled, but “stand… in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come” (D&C 87:8).
“Holy men stand in holy places and these holy places include our temples, our chapels, our homes, and the stakes of Zion, which are, as the Lord declares, “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (D&C 115:6). Heed the Lord’s counsel to the Saints of this dispensation: “Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord” (D&C 133:10).

The Lord has said, “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14.) New Era 1982
Days Never to Be Forgotten Thomas S. Monson Ensign Nov. 1990 P 70
“All of this history and much more crowded my mind during the dedication services of the 
Toronto Temple. I reflected on the many nationalities represented by our members there. English, Scottish, German, French, and Italian predominated, but there were also members from Greece, Hungary, Finland, Holland, Estonia, and Poland. Surely, Toronto is an example of the promise of the Lord found in Jeremiah: “I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.” (Jeremiah 3:14.) This He has done; and from this Zion called Toronto, the word now goes forth in these native tongues to the home nations of those He has gathered.”

Strengthen Thy Stakes President Ezra Taft Benson Ensign Jan 1991 (extracts)
“The term stake is a symbolic expression. Picture in your mind a great tent held up by cords extended to many stakes that are firmly secured in the ground. The prophets likened latter-day Zion to a great tent encompassing the earth. That tent was supported by cords fastened to stakes. Those stakes, of course, are various geographical organizations spread out over the earth. Presently, Israel is being gathered to the various stakes of Zion........

Here the Lord declares another great purpose of a stake: to be a beautiful emblem for all the world to see. The phrase “put on her beautiful garments” refers, of course, to the inner sanctity that must be attained by every member who calls himself or herself a Saint. Zion is “the pure in heart.” (D&C 97:21.)
Yet another revelation from the Lord gives this explanation of the purpose of stakes:

“Verily I say unto you all: Arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations; And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” (D&C 115:5–6.)

In this revelation is a command to let our light shine so it becomes a standard for the nations. A standard is a rule of measure by which one determines exactness or perfection. The Saints are to be a standard of holiness for the world to see! That is the beauty of Zion.

The Lord then reveals that the stakes of Zion are to be “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured [page 4] out without mixture upon the whole earth.” Stakes are a defence for the Saints from enemies both seen and unseen. The defence is direction provided through priesthood channels that strengthens testimony and promotes family solidarity and individual righteousness.

In the Lord’s preface to his revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants, He warned: “The day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.” (D&C 1:35.)

Through revelation we know that there will be perils, calamities, and persecution in the latter days, but through righteousness the Saints may be spared. The promise of the Lord in the Book of Mormon is sure: “He will preserve the righteous by his power.” (1 Nephi 22:17).......
From the revelations, we can see that a stake has at least four purposes:

1. Each stake, presided over by three high priests and supported by twelve men known as a high council, becomes a miniature Church to the Saints in a specific geographic area. The purpose is to unify and perfect the members who live in those boundaries by extending to them the Church programs, the ordinances, and gospel instruction.

2. Members of stakes are to be models, or standards, of righteousness.

3. Stakes are to be a defence. They do this as stake members unify under their local priesthood officers and consecrate themselves to do their duty and keep their covenants. Those covenants, if kept, become a protection from error, evil, or calamity. We only build temples in stakes……
4. Stakes are a refuge from the storm to be poured out over the earth………

Responsibilities of Shepherds President James E Faust Ensign, May 1995, 

The stake president is also a constitutional officer of the Church, for he presides over the stake, which the Lord has said “may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole [page 47] earth.”  The stakes are “the curtains or the strength of Zion.”  They are to be spiritual centres of righteousness, strength, and protection.
Preparation for the Second Coming Elder Dallin H. Oaks April 2004 Gen Conf.
“Another sign of the times is the gathering of the faithful (see D&C 133:4). In the early years of this last dispensation, a gathering to Zion involved various locations in the United States: to Kirtland, to Missouri, to Nauvoo, and to the tops of the mountains. Always these were gatherings to prospective temples. 
With the creation of stakes and the construction of temples in most nations with sizeable populations of the faithful, the current commandment is not to gather to one place but to gather in stakes in our own homelands. There the faithful can enjoy the full blessings of eternity in a house of the Lord. There, in their own homelands, they can obey the Lord’s command to enlarge the borders of His people and strengthen her stakes (see D&C 101:21; D&C 133:9, 14).
In this way, the stakes of Zion are “for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (D&C 115:6).

A Defence and a Refuge By Elder Boyd K Packer October 2006 Gen Conf.
It was not what they possessed (the pioneers) that gave them strength but what they knew………. A revelation, written nine years earlier, directed them to "arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations and that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 115:5–6)

They understood that the stakes were to be a defense and a refuge, but at that time there was not one stake on the earth. They knew their mission was to establish stakes of Zion in every nation of the earth……. Now the stakes of Zion number in the thousands and are all over the world. The members number in the millions and growing. Neither of these can be held back, for this is the work of the Lord. 

We can live where we wish, doing the best we can to make a living, whether modest or generous. We are free to do as we wish with our lives, assured of the approval and even the intervention of the Almighty, confident of constant spiritual guidance. Each stake is a defense and a refuge and a standard. A stake is self-contained with all that is needed for the salvation and exaltation of those who would come within its influence, and temples are ever closer……… 

We face the challenge of raising families in the world in darkening clouds of wickedness. Some of our members are unsettled, and sometimes they wonder: Is there any place one can go to escape from it all? Is there another town or a state or a country where it is safe, where one can find refuge? The answer generally is no. The defense and the refuge is where our members now live. 

The Book of Mormon prophesies, "Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance" (3 Nephi 21:28). Those who come out of the world into the Church, keep the commandments, honor the priesthood, and enter into activity have found the refuge……

We are not to be afraid, even in a world where the hostilities will never end. The war of opposition that was prophesied in the revelations continues today. We are to be happy and positive. We are not to be afraid. Fear is the opposite of faith………. 

Not only are we to maintain the highest of standards, but each of us is to be a standard, a defense, a refuge. We are to "let [our] light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16;)……We speak of the Church as our refuge, our defense. There is safety and protection in the Church. It centers in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We know that the homes we establish, and those of our descendants, will be the refuge spoken of in the revelations—the "light," the "standard," the "ensign" for all nations, and the "refuge" against the gathering storms (see D&C 115:5–6; Isaiah 11:12; 2 Nephi 21:12). 

If a well-worn yellow bandana was good enough to be an ensign to the world, then ordinary men who hold the priesthood and ordinary women and ordinary children in ordinary families, living the gospel as best they can all over the world, can shine forth as a standard, a defense, a refuge against whatever is to be poured out upon the earth.” 
Embrace the Future with Faith President Russell M. Nelson Oct 2020 Gen Conf. 

“Moroni fortified every Nephite city with embankments, forts, and walls. When the Lamanites came against them, they “were astonished exceedingly, because of the wisdom of the Nephites in preparing their places of security.”

Similarly, as turmoil rages around us, we need to create places where we are safe, both physically and spiritually. When your home becomes a personal sanctuary of faith﻿—where the Spirit resides﻿—your home becomes the first line of defense.

Likewise, the stakes of Zion are “a refuge from the storm” because they are led by those who hold priesthood keys and exercise priesthood authority. As you continue to follow the counsel of those whom the Lord has authorized to guide you, you will feel greater safety.

The temple﻿—the house of the Lord﻿—is a place of security unlike any other. There, you sisters are endowed with priesthood power through the sacred priesthood covenants you make. There, your families are sealed for eternity. Even this year, when access to our temples has been seriously limited, your endowment has given you constant access to God’s power as you have honored your covenants with Him.

Simply said, a place of security is anywhere you can feel the presence of the Holy Ghost and be guided by Him. When the Holy Ghost is with you, you can teach truth, even when it runs counter to prevailing opinions. And you can ponder sincere questions about the gospel in an environment of revelation.

I invite you, my dear sisters, to create a home that is a place of security. And I renew my invitation for you to increase your understanding of priesthood power and of temple covenants and blessings. Having places of security to which you can retreat will help you embrace the future with faith.”
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